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the line of the boundary south of Polesia, but farther north the
Bolsheviks wished to have the frontier drawn as far to the west
of Minsk as possible, and they opposed to the last moment the
inclusion in Poland of the territory north of Vilna. The Poles,
for their part, were determined that there should not be a common
frontier between Soviet Russia and Lithuania, and as the situation
on the front was hopeless for the Soviet it had to agree to this
condition. They were also firm regarding Eastern Galicia; when
Joffe, at the request of the Soviet Republic of the Ukraine, asked
for a plebiscite in that district, they refused. The frontier agreed
on was well within that of 1772, but it ran considerably to the east
of the Curzon line, and included in Poland about 110,000 square
kilometres of the Kresy.
By the treaty Poland recognized the independence of the White
Russian and Ukrainian Soviet Republics; on the other hand,
the Soviet declared itself disinterested respecting the Polish-
Lithuanian dispute over Vilna.
Poland and Soviet Russia mutually agreed to recognize the
political sovereignty of the other, and not to mix in each other's
internal affairs; to refrain from propaganda and from harbouring
organizations hostile to the other contracting party. They re-
nounced claims for war reparations, but the Soviet undertook to
restore all art collections, libraries and historical and other docu-
ments that had been removed to Russia after 1772, as well as
all industrial plant, implements and so forth that had been carried
off between August i, 1914, and October i, 1915; also to pay to
Poland thirty million gold roubles as her quota of the assets of
the former Russian Empire, for the Debts of which she was to
be held irresponsible. The Soviet accorded the most-favoured-
nation treatment to Poland, and both States agreed on free transit,
reciprocally, across their respective territories, except for muni-
tions of war; Poland, however, reserved the right to regulate the
transit of goods of German or Austrian origin.
Only one-third of the region lying west of the frontier of 1772 was
returned to Poland by the Riga Treaty. It was always impossible

